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From search engines 
to recommendation 

systems



Welcome to the recommendation era
• Search engines have slowly shifted 
from delivering lists of search results to making 
recommendations
• And to make recommendations, search engines need: 
Data

Data 
on the 
offer

User 
data

Recom-
mendation



We’re no match. And we’re behind.

Movie industry
• Commercial movies have 
”data-fied” unique movie 
IDs in one of several 
open-data knowledge 
bases. 

Performing arts
• But there are no unique 
identifiers for performing 
arts productions.
• There is no standardized 
knowledge base for the 
performing arts.

The performing arts 
are not discoverable.



Try for yourself later….
Search: “Movies near me” Search: “Shows near me”



Solutions?
The performing arts sector 
needs…
1. A shared data strategy
2. Good quality, 

interoperable data
published as
linked open data 

3. Capacity building in 
Wikidata!!



Why Wikidata?
• Creating an 
organisation page 
and getting it 
approved is a lot 
easier than 
getting a page on 
Wikipedia

Google 
Knowledge 

Graph



Why Wikidata?
• Your “digital ecology” is being present in 

multiple places on the web 
• AND explicitly linking these individual 

presences together to form a strong, multi-
faceted digital identity. 

• Wikidata is an important knowledge base to 
connect these presences and to manage your 
digital identity for your organization.



What is Wikidata?
• An “Authority” database 
tied to Wikipedia (a 
knowledge base)

• Anyone – humans and 
machines – can read, add & 
edit data & use it for free

• Multilingual by design

• Can be connected to other 
linked open data sets on 
the web



And what else?

• Wikidata ties together 
artists, events and orgs

Example:
• https://japanesecanadian
artists.com/artist/tamura
-toshiko/

• https://www.wikidata.org
/wiki/Q435062

https://japanesecanadianartists.com/artist/tamura-toshiko/
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q435062


So, start your Wikidata listing!
• First make sure you have your own Wikidata account!

• Orgs create their own Wikidata accounts (4min)
• https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page

• And here’s our Wikidata tutorials: 
https://linkeddigitalfuture.ca/wikidata-video-tutorials/

• Reach out if you need help! And check out the latest report: 
https://linkeddigitalfuture.ca/2021/05/19/a-linked-digital-
future-the-vision-takes-shape/

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page
https://linkeddigitalfuture.ca/wikidata-video-tutorials/
https://linkeddigitalfuture.ca/2021/05/19/a-linked-digital-future-the-vision-takes-shape/
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